Scope of this chapter
This chapter on the phonetics-phonology interface focuses on phenomena that can be considered facts of pronunciation, including both postlexical or phrase-level phonological rules and conventionalized, language-specific, phonetic processes. We are thus excluding from our overview morphophonological (or lexical) phonological alternations, which will be dealt with in a different chapter.
An example may be useful in order to clarify the set of phenomena that we are excluding from the scope of our discussion. In the Romance languages the evolution of mid vowels in stressed syllables (under different conditions) has created numerous morphophonological alternations, e.g. Sp. puedo/podemos 'I/we can', Fr. bois/buvons 'I/we drink', It. buono/bontà 'good/goodness', Rom. seară/seri 'evening/s', etc. The treatment of this type of alternation is different in different theoretical frameworks. In Generative Phonology, morphemes are given a single invariant form in the underlying representations of all words containing them. Accounting for these alternations is thus an important part of phonological analysis within this framework. Morphophonological rules account for the mapping between allomorphs of the same morpheme in different words. In a volume like the present one, however, these facts clearly belong to the phonology-morphology interface, rather than to the phonology-phonetics interface, and thus they will not be examined further in this chapter.
Instead, in this chapter we will study both regular obligatory allophony, such as the spirantization of /b d ɡ/ in Spanish, e.g. /la bodeɡa/ [laβoˈðeɣa] 'the tavern, shop' (but not in Brazilian Portuguese [aboˈdeɡa] ), and language-specific but optional, variable processes, such as the aspiration of /s/ in Spanish varieties and the spirantization of /p t k/ in Florentine Italian.
The contemporary Romance languages differ substantially in their phonology and phonetics, although common processes are also found. Interestingly we often see that certain phenomena are recurrent. We wish to draw special attention to the fact that what is an active process at the phonetics-phonology interface in one language may mirror a completed sound change in another language. For instance, the variable aspiration and deletion of coda /s/ in many Spanish dialects ran its full course centuries ago in French, e.g. Sp. escuela [ehˈkwela]~[eˈkwela] 'school', cf. Fr. école.
This view of the evolution of sound systems, with specific application to Romance, was first presented by Pierre Delattre in a 1946 paper explicitly entitled "Stages of Old French phonetic changes observed in Modern Spanish". Delattre discusses 31 well-known sound changes of Old French for which an equivalent synchronic stage characterized by phonetic variation can be found in Modern Spanish. We will give just one example here. Glide strengthening in initial position takes place in French, with subsequent reduction to a fricative (cf. also section 2.4 below): Germanic [wadja] 'wage' > Gallo-Roman [ɡwaɟja] > Fr. [ɡaʒ] . A similar synchronic variation is encountered in Spanish, where huesos 'bones' is frequently pronounced [ˈɡwesos] . We refer the reader to Delattre (1946) for other examples of parallel sound changes in Old French and Modern Spanish.
In the remainder of this chapter we classify phonetic/phonological phenomena by the nature of the segments that are affected and by their environment. For each main type of phenomenon we will consider the extent to which synchronically active processes at the phonetics-phonology interface find parallels in completed sound changes in the same or other Romance languages. Phenomena affecting consonants are considered before those that apply to vowels.
Consonants
Consonants are often weakened in the intervocalic context and are subject to various neutralizations (in place, manner and/or voicing) in the coda. When in contact with front glides and vowels, palatalization is frequent. At the phonetic level, strengthening of consonants in phrase-initial position has been observed in several languages, and this phenomenon may be phonologized as word-initial fortition, although such conventionalized processes are relatively rare.
Intervocalic lenition
The weakening of intervocalic consonants is a common phonological phenomenon that is abundantly attested in the synchronic and diachronic phonology of the Romance languages.
The historical voicing (and further lenition) of intervocalic obstruents is one of the main features that serve to separate the Western Romance languages (Portuguese, Spanish, Catalan, French, etc.) , over 50% of all tokens of intervocalic /p t k/ were found to be realized as fully voiced in a corpus of Rome Italian. Sardinian has a more systematic alternation, e.g. [ˈtɛrːa] 'land', [saˈðɛrːa] 'the land' (cf. e.g. Jones 1997 ). Less widespread voicing (and spirantization) of intervocalic /p t k/ is also found in some varieties of Spanish. Velar /k/ appears to be especially prone to reduction, e.g. Peninsular Sp. lo que te digo [loɣedeˈðiɣo] 'that which I tell you' (cf. Hualde/Simonet/Nadeu 2011; Torreira/ Ernestus 2011). In the case of Spanish, this is a 'second round of voicing' (Oftedal 1985) from a historical point of view, although continuity with the first round (without recategorization across word boundaries) cannot be excluded. Interestingly, European Portuguese appears to be undergoing the opposite process: partial devoicing of obstruents (Pape/Jesus 2011) .
Florentine Italian is well known for showing a different type of lenition of intervocalic /p t k/, where these segments are variably realized as voiceless fricatives, e.g. la tavola [laˈθavola] 'the table' (Canepari 1979, 214; Giannelli/Savoia 1978; 1979 /1980 Cravens 1984; Marotta 2001; Sorianello 2001; Villafaña Dalcher 2006; In the history of the Romance languages we find other processes of intervocalic weakening. In particular the Latin geminates, which are preserved in Italo-Romance, were systematically simplified in both Western Romance and Balkan Romance (e.g. CUPPA(M) > Sp. copa, Rom. cupă vs. It. coppa; PECCATU(M) > Sp. pecado, Rom. păcat vs. It. peccato), but these sound changes did not give rise to any robust synchronic alternations (excluding a few limited morphophonemic processes). 1 When sequences of identical consonants arise across morphemes or words, sometimes they are reduced to the duration of a single consonant and sometimes they are preserved as geminates. In Spanish, consonants with full contact between the articulators, such as /l/ and /n/, preserve a single vs. geminate contrast more effectively than approximants and fricatives (e.g. come nueces 's/he eats walnuts' vs. comen nueces 'they eat walnuts'; inútil 'hopeless' vs. innoble; but /des-alaɾ/ 'to remove the wings'~/des-salaɾ/ 'to remove the salt'; sabe solo 's/he knows only's abes solo 'you know only'; cf. Hualde 2005, 97-98) . In French, schwa deletion may produce geminates, as in là-d(e)dans (cf. Walker 2001, 130) .
In some Romance languages intervocalic sonorants have also undergone weakening. Thus, in Portuguese intervocalic /n/ and /l/ delete, e.g. LŪNA(M) > lua 'moon', COLŌRE(M) > cor 'colour', and in Romanian intervocalic /l/ becomes /r/, e.g. SŌLE(M) > soare 'sun'. This deletion of intervocalic consonant has produced some morphophonological alternations, e.g. Port. sol 'sun' vs. sois 'suns' < SŌLES, but again, nowadays we do not seem to find any systematic processes of intervocalic sonorant weakening at the phonology-phonetics interface.
Lenition/neutralization in the coda
A number of phenomena may affect coda consonants, generally resulting in a reduced inventory compared to that found in the onset position. Common processes include place assimilation, cluster simplification, voice assimilation and complete assimilation.
Assimilation and weakening of coda obstruents
Whereas, as already mentioned, the Latin geminates underwent simplification in both Western Romance and Balkan Romance, Italian has not only preserved the etymological geminate consonants but also developed new geminates. One important source of new geminates that must have already been present in Late Latin (Loporcaro 2011, 93 ) is the total assimilation of coda obstruents, e.g. AD CASA(M) > [aˈkːasa] 'to the house', which is the origin of the phenomenon known as raddoppiamento (fono)sintattico (RS) or syntactic doubling in central and southern Italian. The synchronic status of RS is particularly interesting. Nowadays it is simply the case that an arbitrary set of function words trigger the gemination of word-initial consonants, since there is no longer any evidence for the word-final consonant that gave rise to the phenomenon; for example, in these Italian varieties, there is gemination of the word-initial consonant in a casa, but not in la casa. RS also takes place after oxytonic words, as in città [pː]iccola 'small town'. Interestingly, word-initial consonants in the context of RS are protected from intervocalic weakening processes. Thus in Rome Italian, the word-initial stop may be voiced in la casa 'the house', but not in a casa 'to the house' or tre case 'three houses', where it geminates instead (cf. Loporcaro 1997, 1-2) . Thus a seemingly low-level, probabilistic, phonetic phenomenon (intervocalic voicing) is blocked by a lexical feature (i.e. the fact that the preceding word belongs to the class of RS-triggering items). In Catalan, there is obligatory devoicing of word-final consonants, which produces many morphophonological alternations, e.g. amic/amica 'friend M.SG/F.SG '.
The treatment of coda /s/ requires particular attention. The loss of word-final /s/ in Eastern Romance is ultimately responsible for one of the most striking differences between Western and Eastern Romance, plural formation by the addition of /s/ vs. vowel change, e.g. Sp. libro/libros 'book/books' vs. It. libro/libri. 2 This phenomenon affected only word-final consonants and is thus different from the weakening of /s/ in coda position (both word-internally and word-finally) that historically operated in French and is active in a large number of present-day Spanish varieties, with different degrees of incidence. In French, the process is no longer operative, so that coda /s/ in the lexical items where it has been preserved (e.g. espagnol 'Spanish') is no longer subject to weakening. Its only synchronic remnant can be seen in the phenomenon of liaison, whereby resyllabification as a syllable onset has allowed a word-final consonant to survive, as in, for example, les garçons [leɡaʁsɔ͂ ] 'the boys' vs. les enfants [leza͂ fa͂ ] 'the children' (↗3 Prosodic phonology and its interfaces; ↗4 Phonology and morphology in Optimality Theory).
Besides French liaison, the voicing of resyllabified word-final /s/ is found in both Catalan and Portuguese and was undoubtedly found in Old Spanish (as it still is in Judeo-Spanish [l] of the masculine singular definite article, which is enclitic: omul de pe stradă~omu de pe stradă 'the man in the street'. In casual speech [l] may delete even before a vowel-initial word: omul a plecat~omu a plecat~om[w] a plecat 'the man left', omul ăsta~omu ăsta 'this man' (Chitoran et al. 2014) . This variation suggests the development of a more systematic, morphophonological change, whereby the marking of definiteness is transferred over to the vowel /u/. This vowel is the masculine singular desinence vowel. It only surfaces in cliticized forms (om-u-l 'the man', om-u-l-ui 'to/of the man') and in non-cliticized forms ending in a consonant cluster (patru 'four').
Coda nasal place neutralization and assimilation
Most Romance languages show a smaller number of phonemic oppositions among nasals in the coda than syllable-initially. Spanish has three nasal phonemes /m n ɲ/ in syllable-initial position. In word-final position, on the other hand, there is only /n/, which before a pause is realized as [n] or [ŋ] depending on the dialect, e.g. pan /pan/ [pan]~[paŋ] 'bread'. Nasals assimilate in place to following consonants, both word-internally and across word boundaries: so[m] pocos 'they are few', so[ŋ] grandes 'they are big'. In Catalan, unlike in Spanish, there is no coda neutralization. The labial, alveolar and palatal nasal contrast word-finally, som 'we are', són 'they are', any /aɲ/ 'year', and, in addition, there is a fourth surface contrastive nasal in word-final (but not in syllable-initial) position, velar [ŋ], sang [saŋ] 'blood'. However, the alveolar nasal assimilates to the place of articulation of a following consonant, producing contextual neutralization with the other nasal phonemes: só[m] petits 'they are small' neutralized with som petits 'we are small', but só[ŋ] grans 'they are big' vs. som grans 'we are big'.
Nasal place assimilation occurs in Romanian, as well. Romanian has two nasal phonemes /m n/. Word-or morpheme-final /n/ variably assimilates in place to a following stop, for example, the nasal in the preposition în In French, we find a quite different type of nasal assimilation, whereby oral stops become nasal in contact with a nasal consonant or vowel, e.g. et demie /edəmi/ → [enmi] 'and a half', bombe atomique /bɔbatomik/ → [bɔmatɔmik] 'atomic bomb' (Walker 2001, 135) .
Coda liquids
The alveolar lateral /l/ may be "light" (with the dorsum in the position for a front vowel, cf. Proctor 2011), as in Spanish, French and Italian, or "dark" or velarized (with the dorsum in the position for a back vowel), as in Portuguese and Catalan. Relaxation of the apical constriction of a "clear" lateral produces [j] 
Palatalization
The palatalization of consonants in contact with glides and front vowels is widely attested as a sound change in Romance. Whereas Classical Latin lacked palatals and prepalatals altogether, a whole range of these consonants arose in Romance via palatalization phenomena, sometimes later developing into sibilants and other consonants, e.g. DĪCIT /diːkit/ > Rom. zice /ziʧe/ 's/he says', VĪNEA(M) > Port. vinha, Sp. viña, Cat. vinya, Fr. vigne, It. vigna 'vine', all with /ɲ/ (cf. Alkire/Rosen 2010 for a convenient summary of palatalization sound changes from Latin to Romance).
Palatalization has its source in coarticulation, and most frequently affects coronals and dorsals, as in the examples just given, but in some Romance languages even labials have palatalized historically, e.g. SAPIAT . This tendency to palatalize dentals in contact with high front vowels in present-day French may be related to the high articulatory setting of its vowel system, as compared to, for instance, Spanish (Torreira/Ernestus 2011).
Probably as a universal phenomenon of coarticulation, velars have a more fronted place of articulation in contact with front vowels than in contact with back vowels (car vs. key). The exaggeration of this coarticulation produces distinctively palatalized allophones, like in Chilean Spanish, e.g. mujer /muˈxer/ [muˈçer] 'woman'.
A common unconditioned weakening phenomenon repeatedly attested in the Romance family is the weakening of /ʧ/ to /ʃ/ and /ʤ/ to /ʒ/ (e.g. in the history of both Portuguese and French). Nowadays /ʧ/ is variably or systematically realized as [ ʃ ] in several Spanish varieties (Southern Andalusia, Northern Mexico, Panama, Chile).
Initial fortition
As already mentioned, consonant fortition has been observed to occur at the phonetic level as a correlate of the phrase-initial position (Fougeron/Keating 1997) . Interestingly, a correlate of emphatic stress in French is consonant gemination: Walker 2001, 131) . The phonologization of phrase-initial fortition (as word initial), however, appears to be rare. One example would be the fortition of rhotics in Spanish, where the trill occurs to the exclusion of the tap in word-initial position. Catalan also underwent fortition of word-initial /l/ (which later evolved to palatal /ʎ/, like word-internal geminate /lː/), and in Asturian/Leonese both word-initial /l/ and /n/ show this sound change, e.g. Cat. llop /ʎop/ 'wolf', Ast. llobu /ʎobu/ 'wolf', ñome /ɲome/ 'name', but this is no longer an active process in these languages.
Word-and syllable-initial yod strengthened in Late Latin, generally converging with the results of /ɡ/ before a front vowel, e.g. IUNIU Having considered the main phenomena affecting consonants, in this section we examine other processes that target vowels. We classify these processes in three major types: vowel reduction in unstressed syllables, vowel-to-vowel coarticulation and assimilation (including coalescence and harmony), and vowel epenthesis. As we have done for the consonants, productive synchronic processes will be considered in the light of completed sound changes of the same type.
Vowel reduction in unstressed syllables
An important parameter of variation among the Romance languages is the extent to which unstressed vowels are reduced in their duration and centralized in their quality. Iberian Portuguese and Spanish offer a striking contrast in this respect. Even though these are two very closely related languages and their phonological syllable structure is rather similar, they have radically different rhythms. Whereas in Iberian Spanish differences in duration and vowel quality between stressed and unstressed vowels are relatively small, to the extent that it is difficult to identify systematic ways in which they differ in their quality (Nadeu 2014) , in Iberian Portuguese, unstressed vowels are greatly reduced and often dropped, mirroring in many respects completed sound changes in a language like French.
Although most Spanish varieties have very little reduction of unstressed vowels, the reduction in duration, devoicing and deletion of unstressed vowels in certain positions is a feature of both Mexican (Lope Blanch 1963) and Andean Spanish (Delforge 2008 ), e.g. cafecito [kafˈsito] 'a little coffee'. A different type of reduction, with vowel raising, has been found in some varieties of Judeo-Spanish in contact with Slavic languages, such as that of Bulgaria, where both /a/ and /o/ raise in unstressed syllables (cf. Gabriel/Kireva 2014) . This latter phenomenon finds a parallel in Central Catalan, where the seven-vowel system found in stressed syllables is reduced to /i ə u/ in most unstressed syllables, giving rise to many morphophonological alternations.
Schwa deletion in French is a very complex phenomenon. It is systematic, which qualifies it as a lexical phenomenon, but it is also subject to phonetic, prosodic, dialectal, idiolectal, sociolinguistic, and stylistic constraints. It has been extensively studied and is still not fully understood. Alternating schwas occur word-internally (semaine [səmɛn]~[smɛn] 'week') and across word boundaries ( je ne sais pas [ʒənəsepa]~[ʒənsepa] 'I don't know'). The conclusion at this point is that schwa alternation is lexical and phonological (cf. Bürki/Ernestus/Frauenfelder 2010). Variants without schwa are reported in careful speech as well as in casual speech (Côté/Morrison 2007) . Nevertheless, Bürki et al. (2011) , based on the analysis of a large spoken corpus, conclude that schwa in connected speech also undergoes phonetic reduction typical of interface phenomena.
In contrast with French, in Central Catalan, schwa, which replaces /a ɛ e/ in unstressed syllables (e.g. renta [ˈrentə] 's/he washes', rentar [rənˈta] 'to wash'), is a stable vowel and is not subject to deletion.
A recurrent phenomenon in Romance is the raising of mid vowels in pretonic syllables. This phenomenon has the status of a regular sound change in standard Italian, e.g. SECŪRU(M) > It. sicuro 'safe M .SG ', FENESTRA(M) > It. finestra 'window' (Alkire/Rosen 2010, 80) . In Brazilian Portuguese it is a variable rule, where variants with pretonic high vowels are seen as less formal (without being stigmatized), and are subject to a number of phonological conditions and lexical marking, e.g. (Perini 2002, 37-38) . In Spanish and closely related dialects the phenomenon is nowadays stigmatized as "rural" and it is mostly found as an assimilatory phenomenon (cf. below), when the stressed vowel is high, e.g. comer [koˈmeɾ] 'to eat' vs. comería [kumiˈɾia] 'I would eat' (Penny 1978, 86) .
As for word-final unstressed syllables, the pan-Romance tendency is to have a smaller number of contrasts in this position than elsewhere. Thus Italian only has four word-final unstressed vowels /i e a o/, Spanish three (leaving aside a few exceptions) /e a o/, and Central Catalan also three /i ə u/. In several Spanish varieties, both in Spain and in Latin America, /e/ and /o/ tend to rise in this position. This is a stigmatized "rural" phenomenon in Spanish. In Brazilian Portuguese, on the other hand, this is a regular rule of pronunciation: mid vowels become high in unstressed word-final syllables, e. Finally the devoicing of phrase-final (or word-final) vowels has different degrees of incidence or regularity in different Romance languages. Portuguese shows pervasive devoicing and deletion of word-final vowels and differs strikingly in this respect from Spanish. Phrase-final devoicing in French primarily affects high vowels and has been well documented and studied experimentally (cf. Fagyal/Moisset 1999; Smith 2003) . It should be noted, however, that phrase-final devoicing is not considered an instance of vowel reduction in French, but rather a prosodic and discourse marker. Meunier/Espesser (2011) found that vowels in word-final syllables are less often reduced than preceding ones, in terms of duration and centralization. Similarly, Torreira/Ernestus (2011) show that in French phrase-medial devoicing shows characteristics of vowel reduction, such as shortening and increased coarticulation.
Vowel-to-vowel coarticulation 3.2.1 Vowel coalescence
Vowel coalescence in Romanian occurs in restricted environments in spontaneous speech. We will consider the example of vowel-final function words, such as the Perini (2002, 50) states that when both vowels across a word boundary are unstressed, /i/ and /u/ become glides before a non-identical vowel and in all other cases the first vowel is deleted, as in his examples bule amassado [ˈbuljamaˈsadu] 'dented coffeepot', casa enorme 'huge house' [ˈkazinɔhmi] . This situation seems to also obtain in European Portuguese (Mateus/d'Andrade 2000, 146; Vigário 2003, 104-114) .
Within words, the reduction to diphthongs of sequences where an unstressed mid vowel is followed by another vowel is widespread in Latin American Spanish, e.g. pelear [peˈljaɾ] 'to fight'. The phenomenon is subject to lexical and phonological conditions that are still not well understood. For instance, /ea/ is much more readily reduced to [ja] in, for example, golpeamos 'we strike' than in leamos 'we read SBJV '.
Vowel assimilation and harmony-type effects
A well-known vowel-to-vowel assimilation phenomenon in Italo-Romance is metaphony, which generally involves the raising or diphthongization of stressed vowels under the assimilatory effects of a word-final high vowel, e.g. /verde/ 'green SG ' vs. /virdi/ 'green PL ', /pɛde/ 'foot' vs. /pjɛdi/ 'feet'. Metaphonic phenomena are found in both northern and southern Italo-Romance (cf. e.g. Maiden 1991), but not in standard Italian. Similar phenomena are also found in Asturian and Cantabrian dialects in northern Spain (e.g. in Lena Asturian /ɡata/ 'she-cat' vs. /ɡetu/ 'he-cat'; cf. Neira Martínez 1955; Hualde 1989; .
Romanian morphophonology exhibits a process of diphthong/singleton alternation that fits the description of metaphony and has consequently been analyzed as such (cf. Chitoran 2002; Renwick 2012 As these examples show, a final central vowel tends to be fronted before a front vowel in the following word. 'To look' is a reflexive verb of the first conjugation (a se uita), and should regularly form the imperative in [ʌ] . However, when the imperative of this verb is used without the reflexive pronoun, the form is exclusively uite! [ˈujte]. This can be attributed to lexicalization of the effects of coarticulation originally induced by the reflexive pronoun te.
Vowel-to-vowel coarticulation can interact in Romanian with an effect of labial centralization, which is attested as a sound change, but is not known to be synchronically active. Historically, /e/ after a labial becomes central, unless the following vowel is front (Alkire/Rosen 2010, 258) . This sound change explains forms such as *MĒLU > Rom. măr /mʌr/ 'apple' (cf. It. mela) vs. *MĒLE > Rom. mere /mere/ 'apples'. It is not clear what the phonetic basis of labial centralization may be, but casual spontaneous speech seems to exhibit a surprisingly similar tendency. A preliminary experimental study of this phenomenon based on a large corpus is presented in Chitoran et al. (2016 Notice that vowel centralization in Romanian is heard before both back and front vowels; therefore it cannot be attributed to vowel-to-vowel coarticulation, at least not exclusively. However, vowel backing is attested independently, consistent with the vowel fronting presented earlier. We can see this in the behaviour of the preposition de 'of', where no labial is present, e.g. de unde~d [ʌ] unde 'from where'. This is most commonly observed in a very casual pronunciation of the very colloquial phrase da de unde~da d [ʌ] unde 'on the contrary'. Evidence that this centralization is due to vowel backing comes from its absence when the following vowel is front, e.g. More extensive phenomena of vowel harmony, characterizing in some cases whole phonological word domains, have been described for Asturian/Cantabrian Ibero-Romance (cf. e.g. Hualde 1989 ), for some Italo-Romance varieties (cf. e.g. Nibert 1998; Mascaró 2011), for Valencian Catalan (Jiménez 1998) and, as mentioned above, for Eastern Andalusian/Murcian (cf. Hernández-Campoy/Trudgill 2002).
The distribution of lower and higher mid vowels in Southern French is said to be dictated by the so-called loi de position 'law of position', i.e. high-mid vowels in open syllables, low-mid vowels in closed syllables. In other varieties of French the distribution is less predictable and depends in part on harmonic rules, e.g. bête [bɛt] 'animal; silly', but bêtise [betiz] 'silliness', where the vowel of the root raises under the influence of the high vowel /i/ in the following syllable (cf. Walker 2001, 54) .
Above, in section 3.1, we made reference to the raising of pretonic mid vowels, which is sometimes an assimilatory phenomenon conditioned by the presence of a stressed high vowel. The opposite assimilatory phenomenon, the lowering of pretonic mid vowels, is found in Portuguese. In pretonic syllables there is no contrast between /e/ and /ɛ/ or /o/ and /ɔ/. Normally, mid vowels are pronounced as midhigh 
Vowel epenthesis
Perhaps the most remarkable phenomenon of vowel epenthesis in Romance is the prosthesis of /e/ before word-initial /sC/ clusters. In Spanish and Catalan this is a synchronically active, obligatory rule of pronunciation, a phonotactic constraint that applies to borrowings exceptionlessly (e.g. Sp. estrés 'stress') and is observable in the second-language pronunciation of native speakers of these languages. For Ibero-Romance speakers sequences like [st-] and [est-] are not distinct (for experimental evidence, cf. Hallé et al. 2013) , so that, for instance, the English words state and estate may perceptually be homophones. Portuguese has the same neutralization, but in varieties with palatalization of preconsonantal sibilants, deletion of the initial vowel is frequent in colloquial speech, e.g. espaço [ˈʃpasu] 'space' (Mateus/ d'Andrade 2000, 43) .
Vocalic prosthesis before word-initial /sC/ clusters is a phenomenon with a surprisingly long pedigree. French does not have this phonotactic constraint, but evolutions like SPATHA(M) > Fr. épée 'sword', SPATIU(M) > Fr. espace 'space', etc., show that it once did. At some historical point, however, /sC/-initial sequences became acceptable in French and words like statue started being incorporated into the lexicon without adaptation. At most, one can speak of a lexical morphophonological rule in French relating words like espace 'space' and spacieux 'spacious M .SG '.
